
SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 
For Incoming Students in Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 

How Many Books Can You Read This Summer? 

READ, READ and READ some more! 

Don’t Slide Back Now — Keep Reading &        
Writing Muscles Strong! 

Do you prefer poetry or prose? 

We put together a list of great reading choices —       
books that make you think, poems that make you         
feel, and many that do both! 

If you choose to do a project for credit, those projects must be 

handed in by September 9, 2016. More detailed instructions 

are found on pages that follow. 

1. Prose Option 
Read at least two books from the Piscataway High School 

Summer Reads List. (Read books designated for your next 

grade level.) 

 As you read each book, consider the following question 
and quotation: 

 What shapes our personal identities and the way we feel 

about ourselves?   

 “We know what we are, but know not what we may be.” 

– Shakespeare, Hamlet 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS: 

 

 Don’t let your child fall         

behind. 

 Encourage your child to read 

for pleasure and become a 

lifelong learner. 

 Read and discuss books with 

your child. 

 Check the district website for 

suggested book lists and other 

summer reading ideas. 

www.piscatawyschools.org,  

Curriculum & Instruction,  

Summer Projects 
 

Look for more Summer Reading Information on www.PiscatawaySchools.org under Curriculum & Instruction 

BONUS! 

Completed projects will 

count  as a test grade or 

project grade replacement 

during the first marking 

period! Be sure to hand 

your project in by 

September 9! 



Look for more Summer Reading Information on www.PiscatawaySchools.org under Curriculum & Instruction 
Complete one of the following projects for one of the two texts that you read: 

 

1. Prequel, sequel, change perspective…  
 Write a prequel, sequel, or rewrite an existing scene from your novel from a different 

perspective.  

 The new narrative should be typed and approximately equal in word length to 3-5 pages of 

the original. 

2. Essay in response to the question or the quotation…  
 Write a literary response essay in which you show how the question or quotation relates to 

your text.   

 The response should be 2-4 pages Standard MLA Format  

3. Storyboard a scene…  
 Lay out in a storyboard an important scene from your text.  Try to execute this task through 

the eyes of a filmmaker (you).  

 Drawing and text on paper/PowerPoint/IMovie/another appropriate App  

 The Storyboard must represent one entire scene from the text  

       Examples can be found on the district website, under Curriculum & Instruction 

4. Sell your book…  
 You are an ad agency representative. Make a presentation to the book publisher that 

outlines how you would promote the book. Include target audience, the media you would 

use, the tone of your approach, etc.  

 PowerPoint/Video/Brochure 

 Presentation should include the overall plan and important details about the plan.  

Look for more Summer Reading Information on www.PiscatawaySchools.org under Curriculum & Instruction 
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Rubric for High School Prose Summer Projects (Grade level expectations will be part 

of the teacher assessment of projects): 

 

 Prequel/Sequel/New Version Rubric  

Score Criteria 

4 (100) Project demonstrates full comprehension of original text; project shows effective and convincing 

development; project is clear overall; project has an effective style; project presents no convention 

issues  

3 (85) Project demonstrates clear comprehension of original text; project shows effective and clear 
development; project is clear overall; project has a mostly effective style; use of conventions does not 
impede understanding  

2 (70) Project demonstrates basic comprehension of original text; project shows some development; project is 

unclear; use of conventions occasionally impedes understanding  

1 (55) Project demonstrates minimal comprehension of original text; project shows limited development; 

project is unclear; project is limited in style; use of conventions hinders understanding  

0 Project is incomplete  



Look for more Summer Reading Information on www.PiscatawaySchools.org under Curriculum & Instruction 

Poetry Option 

Choose 5 poems from the PHS Summer Poetry List. 

 Read them and consider the following questions. You can write your answers to these questions 
as notes if you choose to.  (If you choose Project 3, the Comparative Essay, you must answer questions for 

both poems you choose to discuss in your essay.) 

 What is the significance of the title? Why do you think the author chose this title? 

 Paraphrase the poem (summarize it in your own words) 

 What is the setting of the poem? How does the setting affect the poem and what happens in the 

poem? 

 What language and figurative language stands out? What meaning do they express? 

 Does the poem allude to (connect to) other works of literature? How so? 

 What is the tone or attitude of the poem? How does the poet or voice in the poem approach his/

her topic? 

 Does the poem have shifts? Where? What happens at the shifts? 

 How would you describe the sound and rhythm of the poem? 

 What is the theme or overall message of the poem?   

 What is your response to the poem? 

 

Complete one of the following: 

1. Prepare and present a reading of one of the five poems.  

 The reading will be from memory and should capture the tone and meaning of the poem (think 

Poetry Out Loud, Poetry Slam).  

 Oral presentation  

 Present the complete poem.  

2. Mentor Poems  
 Write three original poems in response to any or all of your five poems.  These poems should 

connect in theme, style, form, etc., to the originals.  

 Typed (Plus option to read aloud)  

 Three complete poems should be presented.  

3. Comparative Essay  
 In essay form,  compare two of your five poems, showing connections between the poems as 

well as key differences.  

 2-4 typed pages, standard MLA format  



Look for more Summer Reading Information on www.PiscatawaySchools.org under Curriculum & Instruction 

 

Rubric for High School Poetry Summer Projects  

 Poetry Rubric 

Score Criteria 

4 (100) Project demonstrates full comprehension of original poems; project shows effective and convincing 

development; project is clear overall; project has an effective style and/or effect; project presents no 

convention issues  

3 (85) Project demonstrates clear comprehension of original poems; project shows effective and clear 

development; project is clear overall; project has a mostly effective style and/or effect; use of 

conventions does not impede understanding  

2 (70) Project demonstrates basic comprehension of original poems; project shows some development; 

project is unclear; use of conventions occasionally impedes understanding  

1 (55) Project demonstrates minimal comprehension of original poems; project shows limited development; 

project is unclear; project is limited in style and/or effect; use of conventions hinders understanding  

0 Project is incomplete  
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PISCATAWAY HIGH SCHOOL SUGGESTED SUMMER READS (with grade levels) 
 

Science Fiction  
1. Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut (12th Grade) 

2. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (9th Grade) 

3. A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle (9th Grade) 

4. Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card (10th Grade) 

5. The Road by Cormac McCarthy (10th Grade) 

6. The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams (11th Grade) 

7. Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand (11th Grade) 

8. Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro (12th Grade) 
 

Classics  
1. Moby Dick by Herman Melville (12th Grade) 

2. The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck  (10th Grade) 

3. Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen (11th Grade) 

4. Great Expectations by Charles Dickens (9th Grade) 

5. The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton (10th Grade) 

6. Lord of the Flies by William Golding (11th Grade) 

7. Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe (10th Grade) 

8. The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde (11th Grade) 

9. Animal Farm by George Orwell (9th Grade) 

10. Catch 22 by Joseph Heller (12th Grade) 

11. The Jungle by Upton Sinclair (10th Grade) 

12. On the Road by Jack Kerouac (12th Grade) 

13. The Little Prince by Antoine De Saint-Exupery (9th Grade) 

14. The Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison (10th Grade) 

15. The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner 12th Grade) 

16. The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway (10th Grade) 

17. The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien (12th Grade) 

18. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (11th Grade) 

19. The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho (9th Grade) 
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PISCATAWAY HIGH SCHOOL SUGGESTED SUMMER READS (with grade levels) 
 

Contemporary  
1. The Fault in Our Stars by John Green (9th Grade) 

2. Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn (12th Grade) 

3. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (9th Grade) 

4. Divergent (Series) by Veronica Roth (9th Grade) 

5. The Help by Kathryn Stockett (10th Grade) 

6. Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen (11th Grade) 

7. Beloved by Toni Morrison (12th Grade) 

8. Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi (Graphic Novel) (9th Grade) 

9. Wonder by R.J. Palacio (9th Grade) 

10. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Díaz (10th Grade) 

11. A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini (12th Grade) 

12. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time by Mark Haddon (11th Grade) 

13. Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher(10th Grade) 

 

Nonfiction  

1. Moneyball by Michael Lewis (10th Grade) 

2. A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking (11th Grade) 

3. Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond (12th Grade) 

4. All the President’s Men by Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein (10th Grade) 

5. Silent Spring by Rachel Carson (9th Grade) 

6. Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer (12th Grade) 

7. The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson (12th Grade) 

8. Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi (11th Grade) 

9. Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mt. Everest Disaster by Jon Krakauer (10th Grade) 

10. The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls (12th Grade) 

11. Angela's Ashes by Frank McCourt (11th Grade) 

12. Me Talk Pretty One Day by David Sedaris (12th Grade) 

13. A Long Way Gone by Ismael Beah (9th Grade) 
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PISCATAWAY HIGH SCHOOL SUGGESTED POETRY 
(Categories indicate poem complexity, the higher the category the more complex the poems) 
 

Category 1: 
“As I Walked Out One Evening” by Auden 
“They Flee From Me” by Wyatt 
“Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night” by Thomas 
“Because I Could Not Stop For Death” by Dickinson 
“Tyger Tyger” and “Lamb” by Blake 
“Jabberwocky” by Carroll 
“There Are Birds Here” by May 
“Testimonial” by Dove 
“American Smooth” by Dove 
“The Art Room” by McCallum 
“Golden Retrievals” by Doty 
“A Display of Macarel” by Doty 
“Carnival” by Lindenberg 
“Sparklers” by Crooker 
“To the Desert” by Saenz 
“Snowy Day” by Collins 
“The Death of Allegory” by Collins 
“The Cities Inside Us” by Rios 
“How I Discovered Poetry” by Nelson 
 

Category 2: 
“somewhere i have never travelled, gladly beyond” by cummings 
“Poem About People” by Pinsky 
“And Soul” by Boland 
“The Lost Land” by Boland 
“Camouflaging the Chimera” by Komunyakaa 
“Pride” by Komunyakaa 
“The Universe As Primal Scream” by Smith 
“Banneker” by Dove 
“Beat! Beat! Drums!” by Whitman 
 

Category 3 
“How We Made a New Art on Old Ground” by Boland 
“The War Horse” by Boland 
“Kindness” by Komunyakaa 
“Duende” by Smith 
“I Am Waiting” by Ferlinghettic 


